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INTRODUCING NEW OBJECTS

Objects or people that are new to your dog, may be scary and illicit a negative reaction from the dog as they are worried about them.

1. Always work under threshold, whether the object is a new one to your dog, or that your dog is reacting to dogs or humans out on a walk. Being under threshold means that your dog is interested in the object/person/dog but is not reacting to them yet.
1. Once your dog has become interested, their body may become rigid, and they will focus on the object. At this point do not make the dog get any closer.
1. Stand still and calmly call your dog to you, to try and redirect his attention away from the new object, and onto you.
1. If he looks at you, praise and walk him away from the object.
1. If he is unable to look at you, you are already too close and should lead him away until he looks at you, then you must praise him.
1. Do not react negatively if your dog reacts negatively, simply walk away until he calms down then praise the relaxation.
1. Gradually decrease the distance between your dog and the object making sure that you are able to get his attention every time he becomes rigid and focused.
1. When you are able to get close to the object, walk straight past and praise for no reactions.
1. If he reacts as you walk past, go back to step 2.

Always ensure that you remain calm and relaxed when working with your dog, this will help your dog to also stay calm and relaxed.
Take your time, there is no rush…
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