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Muzzle training
It’s always a good for a dog to happily wear a muzzle, even if they don’t need to wear one. It will make an urgent visit to the vets less stressful. Always use a basket type of muzzle as these allow the dog to breath effectively, drink and eat.
1. Measure the length of your dog’s nose, and then the circumference. Then use this information to choose the right size muzzle for you dog. 
1. Start to use a large pot of some sort, one that your dog can put their nose into. Line the inside base of the pot with something nice like liver paste* and allow your dog to put their nose in to lick it away.
1. Once your dog is happy with step 2, place the muzzle into the pot and repeat the process as above. 
1. When your dog is happy doing this, fold all the straps back on themselves, as you are not going to put in on him straight away, and line the inside with paste.
1. Offer the muzzle to your dog and allow them to lick away the food without you moving. Now repeat this process until your dog happily places him face into the muzzle without food being present. 
1. Line the muzzle with paste, offer it to your dog and when his nose is in the muzzle, place the straps around his head. If he backs away, let him, and repeat steps 3 and 4.
1. Once the straps are on, squirt a little paste through the muzzle and praise your dog.
1. After a few seconds, remove the muzzle and repeat from step 3.
1. Make sure that your dog is happy to wear the muzzle and gradually increase the time he wears it.

*(Make sure that the food is suitable for your dogs and will not cause health issues).
Remember that it should always be ‘nose into muzzle’ and not ‘muzzle onto nose’. The dog should offer their nose into the muzzle, we should put it on them.
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